INFORMATION-SYSTEMS ACADEMIC HEADS INTERNATIONAL ISAHI AT ECIS2010 IN PRETORIA
 

TITLE: IS Studies Accreditation Problems and Challenges
 

PANELISTS:
Marco DeMarco (chair), Universita Cattolica di Milano, Italy;
Carina DeVilliers, University of Pretoria, South Africa;
George Joey, Florida State University, U.S.A.;
Janice Sipior, Villanova School of Business, U.S.A.;
Virpi Tuunainen, Aalto University School of Economics, Finland.
 

TIME: Tuesday, June 8th 2010, 8.30 - 10.30
 

PLACE: Sanlam Auditorium at University of Pretoria
 

PANEL CONTENT:
Accreditation is becoming one of the hot issues in the area of infromation systems. The topic has already been disussed several times at the AIS council without reaching a consensus on if and how to implement it.
There are accreditation institutions that are rather expensive and the certification expires after a time, in this way there is a recurrent expense.
Recently a proposal was made by Dave Avison and supported by Marco De Marco to experiment a light accreditation, i.e., just on paper without on site visits. A task force has been appointed by Bernard Tan to study how light accreditation could work in Region 2.
 

There are several questions that regard our scientific community:
Does accreditation add value to our program and courses?
Who can be entitled to accredit our program and courses?
Accreditation means that there is a benchmark. Which one?
Is there a risk to freeze our courses and program?
How will accreditation impact research in the area?
Will acreditation improve what we deeliver?
